GENOA (Italy)
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 - 39€/adult & 29€/child
Duration: approx. 3.5 hours
Take the family on this funny excursion to the popular Genoa Aquarium; a quick ferry transfer takes us to what is reputed to be one of Europe’s best aquariums, renowned for its size and vast variety of marine creatures. As one of the most natural and environmentally friendly aquariums in the world, everyone will enjoy the collections of multi-coloured tropical fish, sharks, natural corals, penguins and dolphins. After you will have a quick boat trip back to the ship. Please note: this tour is only for guests in transit in Genoa port. No guided visit inside the Aquarium; only cameras without a flash allowed. The Aquarium is wheelchair-friendly; guests using a wheelchair are advised that they must be accompanied by a paying helper to provide assistance with getting on and off the ferry and that wheelchairs must be collapsible/foldable since ferries have neither a ramp nor a lift. Guests using a wheelchair who would like to participate in this tour are requested to contact the Shore Excursions’ Desk promptly once they are on board so that arrangements can be made.
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 - 45€/adult & 35€/child
Duration: approx. 4 hours
A short ferry transfer takes you to “Piazza Caricamento” for a pleasant walk through Genoa’s historic town centre. We will wander the charming narrow streets known as “carruggi” to reach “Piazza de Ferrari”, the commercial heart of Genoa, where we will admire “Palazzo Ducale” (external visit only). You will visit the “Cisterne del Ducale” where local tasting of “bruschetta” and “focaccia”, typical to Genoa, awaits you. Your tour will continue with external views of the Cathedral of San Lorenzo. Free time in the old port before returning to the port. Please note: this tour is only for guests in transit in Genoa port and is not suitable for those who use a wheelchair. This tour includes extensive periods of walking (approx. 2.5 hours) and the boat has no ramps or lifts.

GOA06T – SIGHTSEEING ON OPEN BUS & AQUARIUM [image: image8.png]
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 - 42€/adult & 32€/child
Duration: at leisure

Enjoy a panoramic tour of Genoa while sitting comfortably on an open bus and admire the main squares and streets of this lively city. You will discover the elegant 16th century district of Via Garibaldi, the imposing Piazza de Ferrari area with the Ducal Palace. You will also pass by the Carlo Felice Theatre and the Columbus’s house and along the fashion street, Via Roma, with the most elegant Italian brands. During your tour on the bus, multilingual commentary is provided. Next stop will be the Aquarium whose visit is included in the tour, an opportunity to admire on your own a vast variety of marine creatures, coloured tropical fishes, sharks, corals, penguins and dolphins. At the end the visit, no rush to return to the ship. Passengers will take their time to enjoy the town and return by shuttle bus departing every 30 minutes from the Aquarium drop on. Please note: this tour is only for guests in transit in Genoa port. No guided visit inside the Aquarium; only photos without a flash allowed during the visit. This tour is not suitable for guests using a wheelchair and can be booked only during your cruise. 

GOA14T – DISCOVER GENOA BY SEGWAY [image: image12.png]
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 - 65€/adult & 65€/child
Duration: approx. 2.5 hours 
Short but sweet, this entertaining tour takes you off the ship to discover the city of Genoa by Segway, a great means of transport that’s not only fun and very green, but also makes for leisurely urban exploration without having to get footsore in the process. Your guided roundup of Genoa’s main sights takes you through the town’s historical centre and includes views of the 13th- to 16th-century Doges’ Palace, the birthplace of Christopher Columbus and Porta Soprana, the best known section of Genoa’s remaining city walls. Your Segway tour then rolls to a close with your return to the ship. Please note: this tour is not suitable for guests with mobility problems, pregnant women and guests whose weight is less than 45 kilos or more than 117 kilos. The minimum age required to drive the Segway is 16 years old; all guests aged 6/15 can participate in this excursion but will share the Segway with an adult on condition the guests’ total weight does not exceed 117 kilos. Guests have to sign a release act in order to take part in the tour. Assistance throughout the tour only in English and Italian. 

GOA16T – GENOA & PALAZZO DEL PRINCIPE [image: image15.png]
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 - 49€/adult & 35€/child
Duration: about 3.15 hours

Just a few hours of your time is all it takes to get the best of Genoa, beginning with a short walk from the port to your first stop: the truly resplendent 16th-century Palazzo del Principe. You will have a chance to explore the historical building with its frescoes, tapestries, artwork by old masters and other hidden treasures during the guided visit. A private coach will then whisk you off on a non-stop drive around Genoa, taking in such sights as the port district, Genoa’s famed aquarium, the Fiera del Mare indoor arena and the expo complex. After passing through Albaro, a district once favoured by the aristocracy, you will move on to the city centre. Look forward to views of the monuments on Victoria Square, the lawns displaying Columbus’ caravels in flowers, the main Via XX Settembre and bridge, Piazza de Ferrari and Columbus’ House and proceed to Via Gramsci and Piazza Caricamento. Time to stretch your legs follows during a short walk with outside views of the Doges’ Palace, St. Lawrence’s Cathedral and St. George’s Palace to enjoy. After some free time, the tour ends with a short boat trip back to the ship. Please note: this tour is only for guests in transit in Genoa port and is not suitable for guests using a wheelchair.

GOA18T – GENOA PANORAMIC TOUR [image: image17.png]


[image: image18.png]


 - 35€/adult & 25€/child
Duration: approx 3 hours, 15 minutes

Thanks to its illustrious past and collection of ornate buildings, Genoa also goes by the name of “La Superba” – Italian for “The Proud One” – and it is this civic beauty you’ll be exploring on this leisurely sightseeing tour. Your guided coach tour begins at the port and takes you past such historical buildings as Columbus’ birthplace and the 13th-century Palazzo San Giorgio, then continues down the seafront Corso Italia to reach the picturesque Boccadasse district. You’ll have some free time to spend in this pretty harbour, flanked by the colourful houses of the resident fishing folk. When you move on again, you’ll pass through the residential neighbourhood of Albaro and catch glimpses of Piazza Tommaseo and Piazza Vittoria as you head for the historical Piazza de Ferrari, Genoa’s main square. Another break is scheduled here for you to explore on your own, with possible areas of interest being the old town and San Lorenzo Cathedral or a look at the Palazzo Ducale, the Doge’s Palace. Last up on the itinerary is a drive up Castelletto Hill for splendid views from the observation deck, a perfect spot to take some photos. Please note: this tour is only for guests in transit in Genoa port and is not suitable for guests using a wheelchair.

GOA19T – BEHIND THE SCENES AT THE AQUARIUM [image: image19.png]
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 - 39€/adult & 32€/child
Duration: approx. 3.5 hours

Leave the ship for a few hours and instead check yourself in to a thoroughly edutational and family-friendly outing for a behind-the-scenes look at Italy’s largest aquarium, the Acquario di Genova. Built to coincide with the Genoa Expo in 1992, which in turn commemorated the 500th anniversary of the New World being discovered by Columbus, the aquarium is home to a vast collection of marine wildlife. After a short ferry transfer to the old part of Genoa and the Acquario, you and your family can first enjoy an unguided visit of the various tanks that provide a habitat for tropical fish, sharks, natural coral, penguins and dolphins. At a prearranged time, you’ll then proceed on an expertly guided “behind-the-scenes” tour of the facility, during which you’ll get to see the on-site laboratories, maintenance and plankton farming activities as well as how the animals are cared for and reared. And among the tank backstage areas, highlights include the jellyfish and dolphin enclosures. Your time at the Expo site wraps up with a little more time to explore on your own before the boat returns you to the ship. Please note: this tour is only for guests in transit in Genoa port. No guided visit inside the Aquarium except for the behind the scenes part; only cameras without a flash allowed. Guides available only in English and Italian.

GOA21T – A TASTE OF GENOA, PALAZZO IMPERIALE & PESTO DEMONSTRATION[image: image22.png]
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 - 62€/adult & 45€/child
Duration: approx. 4,5 hours

This enjoyable half-day outing begins with a boat transfer to Genoa’s aquarium area from where you’ll then set off on your city tour. A walk through the narrow lanes – called caruggi – of Genoa’s historical district will see you reach the richly decorated 16th-century Palazzo Imperiale. Your guided tour of the palace includes a look at the courtyard and the second floor, the namely famous “Saloni delle Feste” with its stately fireplace and frescoes. Next, you’ll be shown how to make a typical Genovese delicacy – pesto – under expert guidance. Equipped with a recipe, instructions as well as a mortar and pestle, you can then prepare a classic pesto alla Genovese as shown by the expert. In addition to finding out about the ingredients and the secret of making perfect pesto, you’ll also learn about the curious history of the green sauce. A tasty treat of bruschetta and focaccia with the freshly made pesto wraps the experience up. The guided return walk will then take you through the historical district to the aquarium area and from there, back to the pier by boat. Please note: this tour is only for guests in transit in Genoa port. It includes long walking; it is not suitable for guests with walking difficulties or using a wheelchair. 

GOA22T – ENJOY MILAN AT YOUR OWN PACE[image: image25.png]
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 - 59€/adult & 42€/child
Duration: approx. 7,5 hours

Setting off from historic Genoa, you’ll take a drive along the motorway and head to cosmopolitan Milan. Milan is the 2nd largest city in Italy as regards to population, politics and cultural affairs, and the first in the field of commerce, industry and banking. After some barbarian darkness, medieval Milan rose to regional prominence under the Visconti and Sforza families. By the time of the renaissance, it was nicknamed “the new Athens“ and was enough of a cultural centre for Leonardo da Vinci to call home. Upon arrival in Milan after 2-hour coach drive, enjoy free time in the city and have some good shopping opportunity. Milan is famous for its designer shops including Gucci, Armani, and Versace, and for its stylish ambience: a good chance for window browsing and soak up the atmosphere of this famous city. At the fixed time, you will meet your coach again to drive back to Genoa port and to your cruise ship. Please note: this tour is only for guests in transit in Genoa port. Guests using a wheelchair are advised that they must be accompanied by a paying helper to provide assistance with getting on and off the coach and that wheelchairs must be collapsible/foldable since the coach has neither a ramp nor a lift. Guests using a wheelchair who would like to participate in this tour are requested to contact the Shore Excursions’ Desk promptly once they are on board so that arrangements can be made. 

GOA23T – MAGNIFICENT MILANO[image: image28.png]


 - 69€/adult & 49€/child
Duration: approx. 7,5 hours

Get off the ship and spend a day in magnificent Milano, the 2nd  largest city in Italy as regards to population, politics and cultural affairs, and the first in the field of commerce, industry and banking. After 2-hour coach drive on the motorway from Genoa, you will reach this cosmopolitan city to meet your guide and begin an 1,5-hour guided walking tour that will unveil some of Milan’s best spots. Following your guide, you will start from Piazza Castello until reaching “La Scala” – Milan’s Opera House inaugurated in 1778, and “Galleria Vittorio Emanuele and Cathedral Square, the real heart of the city. Enjoy some free time in “Piazza Duomo” looking for a nice place to have lunch or, for the braver, to climb up the gold statue “Madonnina”, the statue of the Virgin Mary placed atop the Cathedral. Alternatively, if you are a shopping lover, Milan is the place to be as it is worldwide renowned for its designer shops including Gucci, Armani, and Versace, and for its stylish ambience. Take some time to shop around or simply window browsing. Your 2-hour coach drive to Genoa port and your cruise ship ends this exclusive excursion. Please note: this tour is only for guests in transit in Genoa port and includes long periods of walking. It is considered unsuitable for guests using a wheelchair. 
GOABK1 – AUTHENTIC GENOA BY BIKE [image: image29.png]
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 - 52€/adult & 39€/child
Duration: approx. 4.5 hours

This appealing half-day outing lets you discover what makes Genoa so special by bike. Following a moderately difficult route of about 25 km, you’ll first cycle around the harbour to pass Genoa Aquarium and the old Lanterna lighthouse on your way to Porta del Molo, an area in the old town. Enjoy the old-world feel as you cycle down the ancient caruggi (lanes) to reach Porta Soprana, an entrance in the old city walls. After a look at the house of Christopher Columbus, you’ll pedal on to Genoa Cathedral, consecrated in 1118, and Piazza de Ferrari for a break. Take some photos of the fine buildings on the square, which is near the 13th-century Doge’s Palace. Next, you’ll bike your way to the pretty fishing village of Boccadasse, where you can have a break at one of many cafés or go for a swim at the short stretch of beach. On returning to the city, you’ll make your way to Via Garibaldi, a UNESCO World Heritage Site as a street of palaces. After a short climb to a viewpoint, you can enjoy final views of Genoa before biking back to the ship. Please note: this tour is only for guests in transit in Genoa port; it is available only for guests on MSC Meraviglia and MSC Magnifica. Children are allowed to take part in this tour provided their height is 155 cm. A declaration of agreement must be signed by an adult with parental authority for children before authorisation can be given for such guests to take part.

GOABK2 – COSMOPOLITAN GRANDEUR AND COASTAL CHARMS OF GENOA [image: image31.png]
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 - 69€/adult & 49€/child
Duration: approx. 4 or 5 hours

This tour is made easier by riding a pedelec - an electrically powered bicycle which assists the rider's pedal power at speeds of up to 25 km/h. Leaving the port, you'll pedal around the harbour basin past Genoa Aquarium and the Old Harbour (Lanterna) all the way to the Porta del Molo. Cycling through the atmospheric narrow “caruggi” streets, you'll come to the Old City Gate (Porta Soprana) and Christopher Columbus's House, located just outside the ancient medieval city walls. From there, you'll continue to Genoa Cathedral and the Piazza De Ferrari, where you'll have a first short stop to admire the beauty of this magnificent square and the nearby Doge’s Palace, one of the oldest buildings in the city. Photo break over, you'll leave the old city to visit the famously picturesque village of Boccadasse, where you'll have the opportunity to enjoy a leisurely coffee or a swim from the small but charming beach, surrounded by cafés. Suitably refreshed, you'll cycle back towards the city centre, but turn north before getting there to access a magnificent viewpoint with panoramic vistas of the city. The partly steep and winding road will lead you to the Terrazze Capolinea Funicular Railway Station for a quick coffee break before you make your descent back to the city and port. Please note: guests will have to cycle 27 km with some steep climbs. This tour is available only for guests in transit in Genoa port and for guests on MSC Meraviglia. Children are allowed to take part in this tour provided their height is 155 cm. A declaration of agreement must be signed by an adult with parental authority for children before authorisation can be given for such guests to take part.

