AJACCIO (Corse) 

AJA01 – CITY TOUR  [image: image1.png]


 - 45 €/adult | 32 €/child
Duration: approx. 3 hours
Explore the most attractive areas of this lovely old town, founded by the Genoese in 1492. Ajaccio is best known for being the home of Napoleon Bonaparte who was born here in 1769; there is no street or building in town that does not pay testament to his life. Visit the lush Casone Gardens, one of the town’s many green areas and stop at Parata to admire the view over the “Bloody Islands”, a small group of islets dotted with guard towers. Our trip also includes a tour of Ajaccio’s historic district. Please note: the visit of the historical part includes a walk on uneven ground; we advise to wear comfortable shoes. In case of religious events, the Cathedral may close. This tour is not suitable for guests with walking difficulties or using a wheelchair.

AJA04 – TORTOISES PROTECTION CENTRE [image: image2.png]
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 - 55 €/adult | 39 €/child
Duration : approx. 3.5 hours
The A Cupulatta Tortoise Protection Centre, the only one of its kind in the whole of Europe, is an ideal destination for families and nature lovers alike. Take advantage of this unique opportunity to see around 3,000 tortoises and turtles that live in these spacious, 2.5-hectare parklands. The number is set to rise even further in the future if the park’s breeding programme continues to bear fruit. Opened to the public in 1998, the park has proved to be a popular tourist attraction. The 170 different species of tortoise and turtle that call the park their home are sure to delight and fascinate in equal measure. Watch out for the cutest of the park’s inhabitants: baby tortoises and turtles measuring only a few centimetres in length. You can purchase mementos in the park’s souvenir shop before your tortoise tour ends with your return to the port and your ship. Please note: as the tour involves about 1.5-2 hours of walking on uneven and rough ground, including some steps; not recommended for guests with walking difficulties or using a wheelchair. Comfortable shoes and a hat recommended.
AJA05 – SIGHTSEEING TOUR AROUND VIZZAVONA FOREST  [image: image4.png]
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 - 42 €/adult | 29 €/child
Duration: approx. 3.5 hours
Corsica is renowned for its natural beauty, so why not join this excursion and experience this wild and rugged island at its best. We will head inland, through the unspoilt splendour of the forests and the mountains. As we leave the coast, the scent of the “maquis”, the typical Corsican shrubland composed of a variety of sweet-smelling plants such as lavender, myrtle, cyclamen and wild mint, replaces the fresh sea air. You will travel through Bocognano, set on a plateau amidst a chestnut forest. The sturdy grey houses of this town provide a welcome respite from the summer heat and make this a popular summer destination for Ajaccians. The road then winds northwards for 6 km to the Col de Vizzavona, a forest of beech and laricio pines and one of the best hiking spots in Corsica. Invisible from the road, trees shield the little village of Vizzavona composed of a cluster of forested huts and a small train station. We will enjoy a little free time in this tranquil shady spot before driving back by the same road to Ajaccio. Please note: this tour is not suitable for guests suffering from vertigo or using a wheelchair. Due to different climatic zone on the mountain, we suggest to bring a warm jacket.

AJA06 – A WALK THROUGH HISTORY & NAPOLEON’S HERITAGE [image: image7.png]
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 - 32 €/adult | 22 €/child
Duration: approx. 2.5 hours
We will leave the port for a guided tour around Ajaccio’s old town, walking past Napoleon's residence, Place Foch and Ajaccio Cathedral. We will visit the Fesch Museum, a building commissioned by cardinal Fesch, maternal uncle of Napoleon I. This museum is one of the most important in France for its collection of Italian paintings, second only to the Louvre. Art lovers will delight in the impressive collections by Tiziano, Veronese and Botticelli, whilst history buffs can admire the extensive Napoleonic collection. Please note: the visit to the historical centre includes a walk on uneven ground; please wear comfortable shoes. 

AJA07 – TORTOISE PARK & BEACH [image: image9.png]
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 - 55 €/adult | 39 €/child
Duration: approx. 4.5 hours

Seize this chance to touch base with one of nature’s true living fossils – tortoises and turtles – as well as spend some time at the beach by joining this appealing half day tour. With a lineage stretching back to the late Jurassic era, tortoises and turtles are even older than fellow reptiles such as snakes or crocodiles. A 45-minute coach drive through Corsica’s scenic and varied countryside will see you reach A Cupulatta, a name that means tortoise/turtle in Corsican. An hour’s time will then be yours to explore the park and see some of the 170 different species of tortoise and turtle, including the Hermann’s tortoise. You can also enjoy a drink before leaving these lovable slowcoaches and re-boarding the coach to reach Porticcio, a coastal resort to the south of Ajaccio. You’ll have about 1.5 hours to spend there, a spot where you’ll find plenty of shops, restaurants and bars in addition to a beach with a lifeguard service and beautifully clear, clean water. The tour then wraps up with your return to the ship. Please note: as this tour includes walking for approx. 1 hour on uneven, rough ground with some steps, it is not recommended for guests with limited mobility or using a wheelchair. Guests are recommended to bring high-factor sunscreen and towels as well as to wear swimwear, comfortable shoes and a hat. This tour is available from June until September. 

AJA08 – DISCOVER THE “CALANQUES” [image: image13.png]
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 -  59 €/adult | 42 €/child
Duration: approx. 5 hours

This half-day outing of scenic beauty begins when you board a coach at the port to head north and up through the mountains, where marvellous photo opportunities of the Sagone Gulf and the sea await you at the San Bastiano Pass. You’ll continue climbing until you reach the majestic Monte Cinto, which presides over the landscape at an elevation of around 2,700 m/8,850 ft.. You’ll also pass villages and resorts that pepper Liscia Bay en route to the picturesque village of Cargèse, which was founded by the descendants of Greek immigrants to Corsica towards the end of the 18th century. A stop at the village will give you time to admire both churches – one Catholic, one Greek Orthodox – after which you’ll move on again to the breathtaking Calanques de Piana. The rugged inlet, sculpted out of red granite by wind and water, features a little pathway that you’ll follow for a chance to see rock formations bearing such evocative names as the Lovers’ Hearts, the Bishop on the Throne, the Eagle and the Dog’s Head. After the visit, your return journey brings the tour to a close. Please note: this tour is not recommended for guests with limited mobility, using a wheelchair or suffering from motion (road) sickness.

AJA09 – CORSICAN FLAVOURS [image: image17.png]
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 - 69 €/adult | 49 €/child
Duration: approx. 4 hours

Take yourself off on a tour that will engage your senses with the sights, sounds, flavours and aromas of Corsica, showcased using some of the island’s produce. Your first stop on leaving the port will be a local wine cavern where a wine tasting session and some tasty treats await you. From flavoursome to aromatic: your next stop is a distillery of fragrant essential oils, made with plants that grow wild in a Corsican scrubland known as “maquis”. You’ll find out about the many ways the local flora can be used to make both perfume and herbal remedies. Last up is a visit to a local apiary – or “miellerie” – to sample the delicious golden honey and find out about the farm’s other bee-powered products. Wonderful views of the Corsican landscape then round off the experience on the relaxing coach ride back to Ajaccio. Please note: the tour is considered to be unsuitable for guests using a wheelchair.

AJA10 – VIEWS OF CORSICA BY HELICOPTER[image: image20.png]
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 - 202 €/adult | 202 €/child
Duration: approx. 1.25 hours

Take yourself off the ship and instead to the skies to soak up views of Corsica from a truly unique aerial perspective: in a helicopter! A 20-minute drive will first see you reach the helicopter pad for an initial briefing. The approximately 20-minute flight will then take you over the beautiful landscape of Corsica, a place the Greeks once called Kalliste, the Island of Beauty. Among others, the route will take you over both the Prunelli Gorges and the green interior of the island – with every minute on board delivering camera-worthy views for you to savour. Once you’re back on terra firma, the transfer back to the ship brings the outing to a close. Please note: this tour is not suitable for guests using a wheelchair or who suffer from vertigo, claustrophobia or back problems. The tour may be cancelled if inclement weather prevails on the day of the call. Each flight has a maximum capacity of 5 guests.

AJA11 – PORTICCIO BEACH ON YOUR OWN [image: image23.png]
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 - 39 €/adult | 29 €/child
Duration: approx. 4.5 hours

To the south of Ajaccio and on the other side of the bay lies the lovely beach resort of Porticcio – your destination on this chilled out tour of sun, sea and sand. A 30-minute coach transfer will first take you to Porticcio, which not only features clean water noted for its excellent quality, but also a parade of shops, bars and restaurants to occupy your time. About 3 hours will be yours to spend doing whatever takes your fancy, after which the coach will be waiting to return you to the ship. Please note: guests are recommended to bring high-factor sunscreen and towels as well as to wear swimwear and a hat. Guests using a wheelchair are advised that they must be accompanied by a paying helper to provide assistance with getting on and off the coach and that wheelchairs must be collapsible/foldable since the coach has neither a ramp nor a lift. Guests using a wheelchair who would like to participate in this tour are requested to contact the Shore Excursions’ Desk promptly once they are on board so that arrangements can be made. This tour is available from June until September.
